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...invention, the network may comprise any number of participants, 
including consumers (such primary and supplementary members of an 
aggregate consumer account), retailers (and any of their employees), 
manufacturers, third - party providers , and the like. In accordance 
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who are associated with a primary member and, in this manner, 
facilitates the tracking of supplementary member purchasing behavior, 
reward points earning behavior, and reward points redemption behavior. In 
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company member information, and company, goods, AD or event, and 
AD/purchase activity result information. A searcher searches the AD targets 
of an advertiser, and all member or non- member company information, 
goods, and the ADs by using the information stored in the database. An... 

...the company, the goods, and the AD wanted from a user. An AD or event 
checker (47) enables the advertiser to check the company information, an 
AD progress, a participation status of the selected AD targets, and an AD 
result. An incentive calculator(45) gives incentive to the AD 
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...a database which stores user-specific customization data, the 
customization data specifying preferences of the registered users with 



respect to the online services of the Merchant sites; anda database which 
stores contribution information related to registrants and beneficiary 
information, the contribution information which allows one-time or 
reoccurring contributions to specified beneficiaries; anda database which 
stores the gift certificates and related transactions; anda database which 
stores Merchant information, the Merchant information specifying 
communication information necessary for establishing secure connections 
between the Merchant and the Gift Certificate system ; anda database 
which 

stores Manufacturer information, the Manufacturer information contains 
the relationships of which resellers sell the manufacturers products; andan 
authentication protocol for allowing the gift certificate site to 
authenticate users, manufacturers, and merchants and communication 
links 

with the partner systems, the authentication protocol implemented by 
software components of the Manufacturer, Merchant, and Gift Certificate 
sites. Whereby a scaleable system is defined that supports multiple 
online merchants of any size and from any location in the world. 
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...utilizing a network. This data relates to the distribution of goods to a 
plurality of stores by the registered distributors. A performance of 
the registered distributors are then tracked utilizing the data.... 
product are disclosed for updating information in a supply chain management 
framework. A plurality of stores of a supply chain are registered 
utilizing a network. The registration includes receiving first 
identification information. Data is collected from a plurality of stores 
of the supply chain utilizing the network. This data relates to the sale of 
goods by the stores and includes second identification information more 
recent than the first identification information. Access to the... 

...second identification information in order to allow for the updating of 
the registration of the stores based on the comparison. ...a plurality of 
marketplaces in a supply chain management framework. A plurality of 
distributors and suppliers are registered each in one of a plurality of 
marketplaces with each marketplace involving the supply and distribution of 
at least one of a plurality of goods used by a plurality of stores . Data 
is received utilizing a network that relates to the distribution and supply 
of goods to the stores by the registered distributors and suppliers 
in each of the marketplaces. The received data is parsed based on 
marketplaces and a performance of the registered distributors and 
suppliers is tracked in each of the marketplaces utilizing the data... 

...program product are disclosed for tracking a performance of suppliers. 
In general, a plurality of suppliers are reg istered . Data is then 
received utilizing a network. This data relates to the supply of goods to a 
plurality of distributors by the registered suppliers . A performance of 
the registered suppliers is tracked utilizing the data. ...for a 



secure supply chain management framework. A plurality of users including 
suppliers, distributors, and stores of a supply chain are registered 
utilizing a network. The registered users are maintained on a list. Data 
from a plurality of stores of the supply chain is collected utilizing the 
network. The list is updated to add. ..user in a network-based supply chain 
management interface. A plurality of stores, distributors and suppliers 
of a supply chain are registered utilizing the Internet. Each of the 
stores , distributors and suppliers is assigned an identifier. When a 
request (which includes an identifier) is received from a... 
Claim s: 

...utilizing a network, the data relating to the distribution of goods to a 
plurality of stores by the registered distributors; andc) tracking a 
performance of the registered distributors utilizing the data. ..utilizing 
a network, the data relating to the distribution and supply of goods to the 
stores by the registered distributors and suppliers in each of the 
marketplaces;c) parsing the data based on marketplaces; andd) tracking a 
performance of the registered distributors and suppliers in each of the 
marketplaces utilizing the data... 

...the data relating to the supply of goods to a plurality of distributors 
by the registered suppliers ; andc) tracking a performance of the 
registered suppliers utilizing the data. 

...the network; registering at least each of a plurality of the independent 
suppliers and the independent stores and maintaining a list of 
registered users in the independent supply chain manager 
computer;receiving 

store sales data from a plurality of the independent stores utilizing the 
network, the store sales data comprising sales of goods by the 
independent stores, wherein the sales of the goods are made over a 
counter 

or otherwise at a store location; receiving data from the independent 
suppliers and/or the independent stores utilizing the network, the data 
relating to the sales of the items from the independent suppliers 
directly or indirectly to the independent stores and including a number 
of items sold;for the sales of items, electronically calculating... 

...items sold by the independent supplier directly or indirectly to at 

least one of the independent stores and a difference between the contract 

price and invoice price for the items;generating... 

...and the received data; and. providing an interface on the network to 
allow access by a registered user to the supply chain electronic 
database, wherein each of a plurality of the registered users that are 
independent suppliers has access to the store sales data for the stores 
that they supply either directly or indirectly. ...independent distributors 
and the independent stores as one of at least three types comprising 
suppliers, distributors and stores, and maintaining a list of 



registered users in the independent supply chain manager 
computer;receiving 

store sales data from a plurality of the independent stores utilizing the 
network, the store sales data comprising the sales of the goods by the 
independent stores, wherein the sales of the goods are made independently 
of the network; receiving data from the independent suppliers and/or the 
independent distributors utilizing the network, the data relating to the 
sales of the items from the independent suppliers to the independent 
distributors and including the number of items;for the sales... 

...contract term and the received data;providing an interface on the 
network to allow access by a registered user on the list to different 
data in the supply chain electronic database depending on the user type, 
wherein each of a plurality of the registered users that are 
independent suppliers or independent distributors has access to the sales 
data for the stores that they supply either directly or indirectly. ...the 
supply chain electronic database depending on the user type, wherein each 
of a plurality of the registered users that are independent suppliers 
or independent distributors has access to the sales data for the stores 
that they supply either directly or indirectly under at least one of the... 
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...a stored value purchase amount;wherein the stored value account is 
usable for purchases from merchants affiliated with the transaction 
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Madtz Canada Inc. Data Processing Functional Specifications 
PARTNER HATCHING - DAI LY TRANSACTI ONS 
Once the valid transactions are in the transaction processing tables, 
transaction merchants are identified and checked as being a 
participating merchant belonging to a participating partner . If they 
are identified as participating merchants then those transactions are 
tagged for rebate processing. The remaining merchants are checked to 
see if they belong to a non-participating merchant. If they belong to a 
non-participating merchant then the transactions are tagged as 
non-eligible for rebates . After this process if there remains 
transactions with merchants that cannot be determined as participating... 
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...3 million the amount the Democrats have been forced to return since 
last October. 8 

Checks of Cigarette Buyers 

The first day of a new Federal rule requiring retailers to check the 
identifications of all people younger than 27 when they buy cigarettes, 
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cigarette buyers in their 40's or 50's... 

...A bitter fight broke out over a newspaper report that Timothy J. McVeigh 
had told members of his defense team that he was alone in driving a Ryder 
truck to the... 

...its account was based on notes of Mr. McVeigh's interviews in jail with 
a member of the defense team. 7 

Doctors Urge Limiting Doctors 
A large segment of the nation... 

...effort to cut the number of new doctors by about 20 percent a year. 9 
Agent Pleads Guilty to Spying 

A former supervisor with the F.B.I, pleaded guilty to spying for Russia. 
The agent , Earl Edwin Pitts, is only the second F.B.I, agent to be 
found guilty of espionage. 9 

Cache of Bombs Is Found 
The authorities in... 

...its 2,700 domestic franchisees had voted overwhelmingly to endorse its 
plans for a nationwide promotion built around heavily discounted 
sandwiches and burgers. 35 

Business Digest 35 
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...Government's side -- but a year later turned around and sued the 
F.B.I, agent in the case. (Exhausted yet? Read on.) To back up this final 
accusations, he produced... 

...its unlimited-time pricing in December, users -- surprise! -- have 
flooded to their screens. The average member is on line 32 minutes a day 
now, up from 14 in September. But so... 

...at the end of January. Memories of December's excess are too fresh, and 
bloated charge - card bills sit menacingly on the desk -- forget it! On 
the other hand, never underestimate humankind's passionate desire to avoid 
taxes. Retailers and state officials hope that second urge will win out. 
Starting yesterday, for one week... 

...in the long-running debate about the impact of all those shoppers who 
flee local stores to avoid high taxes. Tax foes insist that shoppers will 
buy enough food, and pay... 

...had fought the bailout, grudgingly acknowledged being "pleased" -- then 
gave the credit to "vigilant Congressional oversight ." But wait a second. 
The bailout, labeled a magnanimous gesture, was awfully good business, 
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...Abstract: evidence. Since benefits depend not only on internal 
contingencies but also on the decisions and loyalty of business partners 
, issues of trust and the risk of becoming locked in with a disloyal 

partner become crucial. The Internet and Web-based technologies, by 
facilitating system development and the deployment... 

...are perceived as beneficial even in cases where risk eversion makes this 
difficult. This paper examines applications that support interfirm 
business transactions, in particular those that involve buying processes. A 
conceptual... 

... to a system developed by the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory 
(LLNL) to link it with suppliers and support purchasing processes. 
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...TEXT: a computer chip which can hold 80 times more data than the 
traditional magnetic stripes. 

Retailers participating in the survey were asked to evaluate their 
sales and number of transactions for 1993 and 1994 by various payment 



methods including cash, check , electronic payment, layaway and third - 
party , company, private label, affinity and debit cards . 

The reporting systems for those surveyed provided the most detailed 
information for cash, check, third... 
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...TEXT: For example, Stump and Heide (1996) examine how buyers 
safeguard 

their specific assets (invested in sellers ) through such control 
mechanisms as partner selection, incentive design, and monitoring. 
Likewise, Parkhe (1993) studies the impact of opportunistic behavior on the 
level of contractual safeguards... 
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...ABSTRACT: network managers. To maximize benefits from IOS, it is 
proposed that firms engage in business partner reengineering. A study 
exam ines 2 buyer-initiated EDI systems where the way in which trading 
partners internally implement the... 

...is not clear how suppliers benefit from the modification, however, they 
may not have adequate incentives to make the modification. Buyers with 
substantial leverage over their suppliers may require trading partners 



to implement the system in a particular way or not be considered for future 
business. 
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an integrated portal, from a single Web site, for access by 
consumers to vendor and partner promotions. 

"We are pleased to accept the allyourservices.com assignment for a 
limited number of partners and providers ", said Peter Kusterer, 
President, NvestNtech. "All Your Services has a proven track record in 
obtaining DSL availability, consumer promotions (surrounding DSL 
equipment and service providers), as well as a new dimension to provide 
home... 
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Pro service is a seamless payment processing solution that enables 
companies to authorize and manage credit card, debit card , purchase 
card, automated clearing house (ACH) and electronic check payments 



online. 

"Electronic statement delivery is poised to enjoy phenomenal growth,' 
said Jeffrey C. Smith... 
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destination sites and distribution partners that will populate 
their sites with Prio * e-nabled' merchant promotions . Participating 
merchants can increase revenue through a cost-effective, measurable 
method 

of acquiring and retaining customers via interactive promotions that 
close the marketing loop and generate sales in both online and physical 
storefronts. Consumers... 

...online or physical storefront and making a qualified purchase with their 
Prio-enrolled credit or check card . 

Prio is designed for consumer convenience throughout the browsing, 
shopping and reward redemption experience. Consumers look for stores 
and 

restaurants on Prio I nternet partner sites and view promotions that are 
relevant to their search. They then simply visit the online or physical 
storefront and make a purchase as they normally would using their 
pre-registered credit or offline debit card -- with no need to print 
coupons or present a copy of the offer. Consumers then... 
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at the top of the online malls." 
About IQ.COM 

IQ.COM is an outsourcing partner for e- m erchants , and other 
Web-based businesses. Clients use their account at IQ.COM to create, 
target, and track a wide variety of 1 : 1 sales promotions and loyalty 
programs. Promotions can be placed at the merchant's site, at affiliate 
sites, or at almost any site where the merchant has an online advertising 
presence. Multiple kinds of promotions are supported, ranging from 
instant savings, traffic builders, mini storefront, lead generation, 
sweepstakes, and conversion... 
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network is dedicated to giving retailers more influence in the 
payment industry. 

It plans to partner with retailers for off-prem ise ATM services 
and retail POS, including on-line debit, check authorization and other 
payment services. Wolfson, the new chairman, says IDT will sign up 
retailers to deploy ATMs or accept debit cards . ATMs could either be 
owned by IDT or the retailer. The company will then sign... 



